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(xx) Appoint members of the Na-
tional Sheep Promotion, Research, and 
Information Board established by sec-
tion 5(b) of the Sheep Promotion, Re-
search, and Information Act (7 U.S.C. 
7104(b)(1); 

(xxi) Appoint members of the Na-
tional Canola and Rapeseed Board es-
tablished by section 535(b)(1) of the 
Canola and Rapeseed Research, Pro-
motion, and Consumer Information Act 
(7 U.S.C. 7444(b)); 

(xxii) Appoint members of boards es-
tablished by section 515(b)(2)(A) of the 
Commodity Promotion, Research, and 
Information Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 
7414(b)). 

(2) Related to animal and plant health 
inspection. (i) Determination that an 
emergency or extraordinary emergency 
exists under the Animal Health Protec-
tion Act (7 U.S.C. 8306, 8316). 

(ii) Determination that an emergency 
or extraordinary emergency exists 
under the Plant Protection Act (7 
U.S.C. 7715, 7772). 

(iii) Approval of requests for appor-
tionment of reserves for the control of 
outbreaks of insects, plant diseases, 
and animal diseases to the extent nec-
essary to meet emergency conditions 
(31 U.S.C. 1512). 

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 61 
FR 25776, May 23, 1996; 61 FR 68541, Dec. 30, 
1996; 62 FR 40254, July 28, 1997; 65 FR 12428, 
Mar. 9, 2000; 65 FR 49471, Aug. 14, 2000; 68 FR 
27439, May 20, 2003; 70 FR 55706, Sept. 23, 2005] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: At 70 FR 55706, Sept. 23, 
2005, the Department of Agriculture pub-
lished a document in the Federal Register, 
attempting to amend § 2.22, by revising para-
graph (a)(2)(xxxi). However, because of inac-
curate amendatory language, this amend-
ment could not be incorporated. For the con-
venience of the user, the language at 70 FR 
55706 is set forth as follows: 

§ 2.22 Under Secretary for Marketing and 
Regulatory Programs. 

(a) * * * 
(2) * * * 

* * * * * 

(xxxii) Plant Protection Act, as amended (7 
U.S.C. 7701–7786). 

* * * * * 

§ 2.23 Assistant Secretary for Congres-
sional Relations. 

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to the Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations: 

(1) Related to congressional affairs. (i) 
Exercise responsibility for coordina-
tion of all congressional matters in the 
Department. 

(ii) Maintain liaison with the Con-
gress and the White House on legisla-
tive Matters of concern to the Depart-
ment. 

(2) Related to intergovernmental affairs. 
(i) Coordinate all programs involving 
intergovernmental affairs including 
State and local government relations 
and liaison with: 

(A) National Association of State De-
partments of Agriculture; 

(B) Office of Intergovernmental Rela-
tions (Office of Vice President); 

(C) Advisory Commission on Inter-
governmental Relations; 

(D) Council of State Governments; 
(E) National Governors Conference; 
(F) National Association of Counties; 
(G) National League of Cities; 
(H) International City Managers As-

sociation; 
(I) U.S. Conference of Mayors; and 
(J) Such other State and Federal 

agencies, departments and organiza-
tions as are necessary in carrying out 
the responsibilities of this office. 

(ii) Maintain oversight of the activi-
ties of USDA representatives to the 10 
Federal Regional councils. 

(iii) Serve as the USDA contact with 
the Advisory Commission on Intergov-
ernmental Relations for implementa-
tion of OMB Circular A–85 to provide 
advance notification to state and local 
governments of proposed changes in 
Department programs that affect such 
governments. 

(iv) Act as the department represent-
ative for Federal executive board mat-
ters. 

(v) Serve as the official with the prin-
cipal responsibility for the implemen-
tation of Executive Order 13175, includ-
ing consultation and collaboration 
with tribal officials, and coordinate the 
Department’s programs involving as-
sistance to American Indians and Alas-
ka Natives. 
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(b) [Reserved] 

[60 FR 56393, Nov. 8, 1995, as amended at 68 
FR 27439, May 20, 2003; 69 FR 34252, June 21, 
2004] 

§ 2.24 Assistant Secretary for Adminis-
tration. 

(a) The following delegations of au-
thority are made by the Secretary of 
Agriculture to the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration: 

(1) Related to administrative law judges. 
(i) Assign, after appropriate consulta-
tion with other general officers, to the 
Office of Administrative Law Judges 
proceedings not subject to 5 U.S.C. 556 
and 557, involving the holdings of hear-
ings and performance of related duties 
pursuant to the applicable rules of 
practice, when the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration determines that be-
cause of the nature of the proceeding it 
would be desirable for the proceeding 
to be presided over by an Administra-
tive Law Judge and that such duties 
and responsibilities would not be in-
consistent with those of an Adminis-
trative Law Judge. 

(ii) Provide administrative super-
vision of the Office of Administrative 
Law Judges. 

(iii) Maintain overall responsibility 
and control over the Hearing Clerk’s 
activities which include the custody of 
and responsibility for the control, 
maintenance, and servicing of the 
original and permanent records of all 
USDA administrative proceedings con-
ducted under the provisions of 5 U.S.C 
556 and 557: 

(A) Receiving, filing and acknowl-
edging the receipt of complaints, peti-
tions, answers, briefs, arguments, and 
all other documents that may be sub-
mitted to the Secretary or the Depart-
ment of Agriculture in such pro-
ceedings; 

(B) Receiving and filing complaints, 
notices of inquiry, orders to show 
cause, notices of hearing, designations 
of Administrative Law Judges or pre-
siding officers, answers, briefs, argu-
ments, orders, and all other documents 
that may be promulgated or issued by 
the Secretary or other duly authorized 
officials of the Department of Agri-
culture in such proceedings; 

(C) Supervising the service upon the 
parties concerned of any documents 

that are required to be served, and 
where required, preserving proof of 
service; 

(D) Keeping a docket record of all 
such documents and proceedings; 

(E) Filing a stenographic record of 
each administrative hearing; 

(F) Preparing for certification and 
certifying under the Secretary’s fac-
simile signature, material on file in 
the Hearing Clerk’s office; 

(G) Performing any other clerical du-
ties with respect to the documents rel-
ative to such proceedings as may be re-
quired to be performed; 

(H) Cooperating with the Office of 
Operations in the letting of contracts 
for stenographic and reporting serv-
ices; and forwarding vouchers to appro-
priate agencies for payment; 

(I) Receiving and compiling data, 
views or comments filed in response to 
notices of proposed standards or rules 
or regulations; and 

(J) Performing upon request the fol-
lowing services with respect to any 
hearings in such proceedings: 

(1) Arranging for suitable hearing 
place; and 

(2) Arranging for stenographic re-
porting of hearings and handling de-
tails in connection therewith. 

(2) Related to small and disadvantaged 
business utilization. (i) In compliance 
with Public Law 95–507, the Assistant 
Secretary for Administration is des-
ignated as the Department’s Director 
for Small and Disadvantaged Business 
Utilization. The Director of Small and 
Disadvantaged Business Utilization has 
specific responsibilities under the 
Small Business Act, 15 U.S.C. 644(k). 
These duties include being responsible 
for the following: 

(A) Administering the Department’s 
small and disadvantaged business ac-
tivities related to procurement con-
tracts, minority bank deposits, and 
grants and loan activities affecting 
small and minority businesses includ-
ing women-owned business, and the 
small business, small minority busi-
ness and small women-owned business 
subcontracting programs; 

(B) Providing Departmentwide liai-
son and coordination of activities re-
lated to small, small disadvantaged, 
and women-owned businesses with the 
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